
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
On Tuesday, April 4, 2023, voters in the East Newton R-VI School District will be asked to consider a $5 
Million general obligation bond issue.  The proposal will call for the construction of a new Jr. High 
Gymnasium on the High School Campus.   
 
If passed, the following building projects have been identified for completion: 
 

Phase One - Completion of a Jr. High Gym to be located on the High School Campus.  This gym         
                       will be designated for Jr. High practice and games – meaning the Jr. High School     
                       students’ activities will take precedence over any high school activities.  This is a Jr.  

        High facility – not a high school auxiliary facility. 
 
Q: Why do we need a Jr. High Wing? 
A:  Overcrowding at both Granby and Triway – moving the 7th and 8th graders to  
their own building removes over 250 students from the Elementary buildings and allows 
for extra space for student utilization at both buildings.   
A:  Creates a centralized facility for our Jr. High students which will give them a greater 
sense of teamwork and camaraderie.   
 
Q: Why the Gym for Phase One?  
A: The gym gives the district a central location for all Jr. High practices and games and 
allows the district to take advantage of the facility as soon as it is completed.  
A: If we were to build the classrooms first the new Jr. High kids will not have any gym 
space for both regular daily gym class, athletics, or any afterschool activities. 

  
 Phase Two – Due to the financial constraints of the East Newton School District (local funding  

base, bonding capacity, district commitment to keeping local taxes manageable for our 
patrons) – the Jr. High wing will need to be a multi-phase project.  Phase one is the gym, 
Phase Two which will occur in 5-7 years will be the completion of the classrooms for the 
Jr. High Wing.  Phase Two – is anticipated to be a no-tax increase bond issue request – 
which should generate another $5 Million to complete the remainder of the Jr. High 
Wing. 

 
The Frequently Asked Questions document, provided below, is intended to serve as a resource to our 
District stakeholders in an effort to inform and educate prior to the April 4, 2023, election. 
If you have any additional questions regarding the Bond Issue, please contact Dr. Ron Mitchell, 
Superintendent East Newton R-VI Schools mitchellr@eastnewton.org or 417-472-6231. 
 
Q:  When is the election? 
A:  Tuesday, April 4, 2023 
 
Q:  What is the actual language that will be on the ballot? 
A:  Below is exactly how the ballot will read. 

Proposition K.I.D.S. 
Shall the Board of Education of the East Newton County R-VI School District, Missouri, borrow money in 
the amount of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) for the purpose of providing funds for the site 
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development, construction, equipping, and furnishing of Phase 1 of the Junior High Wing (gymnasium); 
to the extent funds are available, complete other repairs and improvements to the existing facilities of 
the District; and issue general obligation bonds for the payment thereof resulting in an estimated 
increase to the debt service property tax levy of $0.0900 per hundred dollars of assessed valuation? 
If this proposition is approved, the adjusted debt service levy of the School District is estimated to 
increase from $0.4691 to $0.5591 per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation of real and personal 
property. 
 
Q:  What is a bond issue? 
A:  A bond is an authorization for a school district to go into debt and to establish a tax rate to pay off 
the debt over time.  The bond pays for capital projects, such as facilities and equipment, and may not be 
used for regular operational costs like salaries or supplies. 
 
Q: What is required to pass the bond issue? 
A:  A 4/7 majority, or 57.1% plus one vote is needed in order to pass a bond issue. 
 
Q:  What will the cost be for individual taxpayers if the issue is passed? 
A:  This bond issue will call for the debt service levy to increase by $0.09 (9 cents).  The $0.09 will bring 
East Newton’s levy to $0.5591 cents per $100.00 assessed valuation.  The estimated annual impact 
would be $17.10 on a home with a $100,000 market value per year – or less than $0.33 a week. 
 
Q:  How does the quality of the schools affect property values and the local economy? 
A:  Realtors agree that a good school system attracts buyers to an area.  Many home buyers ask about 
the school district before making a decision.  Because the East Newton School District is highly rated and 
has a good reputation, property values are higher here.  In addition, companies that are considering 
locations for new businesses insist on a good educational system for their children and their employee' 
children. 
 
Q: Could you clarify the tax levy language in the ballot language and the impact on property taxes 
should the bond be approved and the impact on property taxes should the bond fail? 
A:  If the bond passes, the district will be able to complete the projects listed (total value: $5 million) 
with a $0.09 increase to the district property tax levy.  The estimated annual impact would be $17.10 on 
a home with a $100,000 market value per year – or less than $0.33 a week.  Should the bond fail, these 
projects will not be completed and the district levy will not be affected.  Regardless of this bond issue, if 
by some rare and unanticipated occurrence the County significantly decreases the assessed valuation of 
properties within the school district, the district might be required to increase its debt service property 
tax levy to ensure that all financial obligations are satisfied in accordance with State law. 
 
Q:  What else will be on the ballot on Tuesday, April 4, 2023? 
A:   In addition to the East Newton Schools bond issue, the annual East Newton School Board Election 
will also be on the ballot. 
 
Paid for by the East Newton School District Dr. Ron Mitchell, Superintendent  
22808 East Highway 86 Granby, MO 64844 


